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I am privileged, as Chairman of the Hindu Endowments Board,
to be part of the many activities the Board supports and in the process
4 get to meet the organizers and helpers at these events. I am most
impressed by the fact that the backbone of all these activities -
whether social, cultural, educational or religious - is volunteers.

We live in a society where work pressures dominate and
individuals — especially those in the earlier stages of their careers -
have little time for personal interaction, leave alone community work.
The vast majority of the people caught up in their work cycle have
no choice: for them it is a question of bread and butter. They have to
put in these long hours to pay for their homes, their children’s
education and their everyday needs. And - unlike the old days- the
income of one spouse is, for most people, insufficient to provide for
the needs of the family and so both have to work. Given this scenario
it is all the more creditable that so many people have come forward
to volunteer their services to the activities of the Board. I am touched
by their altruism.

There is one characteristic in many of our volunteers that
makes me particularly proud: their services are selfless. There is no
expectation of any reward. The satisfaction they get in being useful
to the community, in helping others, is reward enough for them.
This is commendable. And - not surprisingly from people with such

high ideals - they carry out their work with humility. These are
characteristics to be admired and promoted. As the Thirukkural extols:
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“Kaimaaru Vendaa Kadapaadu Maarimaatu,
En Aatrung Kolloh Ullagu”.

In providing such selfless service we are living up to that expectation.

The pool of volunteers in Singapore is a limited one and it is important that it is nurtured and
used in an effective way. The various temples and other Hindu organizations in Singapore should
explore ways of engaging with each other to better use the talent available amongst our respective
volunteers. And we should try to reciprocate what our Buddhist and Taoist friends have initiated: give
whatever help we reasonably can to other religious organizations in their community efforts and
thereby help build inter religious friendship. All recognized religions in Singapore are, after all, involved
in the common purpose of tending to the spiritual needs of the community.

Our New Year is around the corner. Let us welcome it with renewed vigor, resilience and a sense
of community spiritedness. “Puthandu Vazthukkal” to all of you.

S RAJENDRAN
CHAIRMAN
HINDU ENDOWMENTS BOARD
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