
M essage

I am privileged, as Chairman of the Hindu Endowments Board,

to be part of the many activities the Board supports and in the process

get to meet the organizers and helpers at these events. I am most

impressed by the fact that the backbone of all these activities –

whether social, cultural, educational or religious – is volunteers.

We live in a society where work pressures dominate and

individuals – especially those in the earlier stages of their careers –

have little time for personal interaction, leave alone community work.

The vast majority of the people caught up in their work cycle have

no choice: for them it is a question of bread and butter. They have to

put in these long hours to pay for their homes, their children’s

education and their everyday needs. And – unlike the old days– the

income of one spouse is, for most people, insufficient to provide for

the needs of the family and so both have to work. Given this scenario

it is all the more creditable that so many people have come forward

to volunteer their services to the activities of the Board. I am touched

by their altruism.

There is one characteristic in many of our volunteers that

makes me particularly proud: their services are selfless. There is no

expectation of any reward. The satisfaction they get in being useful

to the community, in helping others, is reward enough for them.

This is commendable. And - not surprisingly from people with such

high ideals – they carry out their work with humility. These are

characteristics to be admired and promoted. As the Thirukkural extols:

ifk;khW ntz;lh flg;ghL khhpkhl;L

vd;Mw;Wq; bfhy;nyh cyF

“Kaimaaru Vendaa Kadapaadu Maarimaatu,

 En Aatrung Kolloh Ullagu”.

In providing such selfless service we are living up to that expectation.

The pool of volunteers in Singapore is a limited one and it is important that it is nurtured and

used in an effective way. The various temples and other Hindu organizations in Singapore should

explore ways of engaging with each other to better use the talent available amongst our respective

volunteers. And we should try to reciprocate what our Buddhist and Taoist friends have initiated: give

whatever help we reasonably can to other religious organizations in their community efforts and

thereby help build inter religious friendship. All recognized religions in Singapore are, after all, involved

in the common purpose of tending to the spiritual needs of the community.

Our New Year is around the corner. Let us welcome it with renewed vigor, resilience and a sense

of community spiritedness. “Puthandu Vazthukkal” to all of you.

S RAJENDRAN

CHAIRMAN

HINDU ENDOWMENTS BOARD
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M essage

,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupaj;jpd; jiyth; vd;w Kiwapy;

thupak; Mjut[ tHq;Fk; epfH;r;rpfspy; gq;nfw;gjpYk; mjd;

¬yk; epfH;r;rp Vw;ghl;lhsh;fiia[k; bjhz;̂ Hpah;fisa[k;

re;jpg;gjpYk; kfpH;r;rp milfpnwd;.  r¬f> fyhrhu>

fy;tp my;yJ rka epfH;r;rp vJthdhYk; mjpy;

bjhz;̂ Hpah;fspd; gq;F KJbfYk;gha; jpfH;tJ

Fwpj;J bgUkpjk;; bfhs;fpnwd;.

ntiy beUf;fofs; kpFe;j r¬jhaj;jpy; ehk;

thH;fpnwhk;.  jdp egh;fs;> Fwpg;ghf thH;f;ifj; bjhHpypd;

Muk;gf; fl;lj;jpy; ,Ug;nghUf;F> r¬fg; gzpfspy;

<LgLtjw;F neuk; mjpfkpUf;fhJ.  mth;fs; jq;fs;

thH;f;ifia Kjypy; ghh;j;Jf; bfhs;tJ Kf;fpak;.  jq;fspd;

tPl;Lf; flid brYj;jt[k;> gps;isfspd; gy;tpiag; ghh;j;Jf;

bfhs;st[k; md;whlj; njitfisg; g{h;j;jp bra;J bfhs;tjw;Fk; TLjy; neuk; ntiy bra;a

ntz;oapUf;fpwJ.  me;j fhyj;ijg; nghy xU eghpd; tUkhdk; FLk;gj;Jf;F nghjtpy;iy.

mjdhy; bgUk;ghyhd FLk;gq;fspy; fztDk; kidtpa[k; ntiyf;Fr; bry;tJ mtrpakhfpwJ.

,e;j NH;epiyapy; thupaj;jpd; eltof;iffSf;F ,t;tst[ ngh; bjhz;̂ Hpak; bra;tJ gpukpf;fj;jf;fJ.

,tu;fspd; jd;dyk; ,y;yhj gzp> vd; cs;sj;ijj; bjhLfpwJ.

ekJ bjhz;^Hpah;fs; Fwpj;J ehd; bgUikg; gLk; xd;W!  mth;fspd; jd;dyk; ,y;yhj

nrit kdg;ghd;ik.  mth;fs; vija[k; vjph;ghuj;J bra;tjpy;iy.  r¬fj;Jf;F gadhf ,Ug;gJk;>

kw;wth;fSf;F cjt[tJnk mth;fs; vjph;ghh;f;Fk; btFkjp.  ,J ghuhl;lg;gl ntz;oa xd;W.

,th;fspd; gz;g[ bkr;rj; jFe;jJk; Cf;Ftpf;fg;gl ntz;oaJk; MFk;.

,th;fs; ~~ifk;khW ntz;lh flg;ghLkhhpkhl;L;

vd;Mw;Wq; bfhy;nyh cyF||

vd;w Fws; tHp thH;fpd;wdh;.

rpq;fg;g{hpy; bjhz;̂ Hpah;fspd; vz;zpf;if Fiwt[ vd;gjhy; ,th;fis Cf;Ftpg;gJk;> gaDs;s

tHpfspy; gaz;gLj;JtJk; Kf;fpakhFk;.

rpq;fg;g{hpy; cs;s gy;ntW nfhapy;fSk; ,e;J mikg;g[fSk; ek; bjhz;^Hpah;fsplk; ,Uf;Fk;

jpwd;fis gfph;e;J bfhs;Sk; tHptiffis Muha ntz;Lk;.  kw;w rka epWtdq;fspd; r¬f

KiwfSf;F ,ad;w cjtpfis tHq;fp rkaq;fSf;fpilapyhd el;g[wt[f;F ifbfhLj;Js;sdh; ek;

bgsj;j> jhnth ez;gh;fs;.  ,th;fspd; cjtpf;F ehk; ifkhW bra;a ntz;Lk;.

rpq;fg;g{hpy; mq;fPfhpf;fg;gl;l midj;J rkaq;fSnk ek; r¬fj;jpy; Md;kPfj; njitfis

g{h;j;jp bra;a[k; bghJthd nehf;fk; bfhz;lit vd;gij ehk; epidtpy; bfhs;s ntz;Lk;.

jkpH; g[j;jhz;L te;Jtpl;lJ.  g[jpa cj;ntfj;JlDk;> r¬f czh;t[lDk; mij tuntw;nghk;.

midtUf;Fk; g[j;jhz;L thH;j;Jf;fs;.

v];. uhn$e;jpud;

jiyth;

,e;J mwf;fl;lis thupak;
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